








Table Talk

The Concord asks ... LutherSeminarytheHill through younger

What's the most ecumenical Ecumenism.  Cool.
thing you did in 2007?

Ethan and Sam Miles we drink grape juice. And the

Sons of Carol Miles; ages 12 and 10 pastors wear different robes.
Mom:  Are those things

Dr.   Miles:  Okay,  boys,   important?
Chapel at Luther Seminary." we've been asked to say a few Ethan: No.

Jaddie Edwards
words about ecumenism.    Mom:   Are there other

M. Div. junior, SanctuaryCovenant Church
Sam: Cool.      things that are different that

Ethan: What? How is that are important? Why do we
cool? You don't even know even have all the different

what that means.  denominations?

Dr.  Miles:     All right,       Sam: There' s one big story,

I went to a Thanksgiving service
ecumenism is about the but people believe some of the

run by an ELCA church, a Jewish
unity of the whole Christian little parts differently.
Church—Catholic,Protestant,       Mom:  And people just

temple, a mosque, an African-   Orthodox—and the things couldn't agree about the little

American church and Chinese different denominations do parts, so they...?

and Indian Lutheran churches."
together to show their unity.       Ethan:  It' s stupid when

I'm thinking you' re good people fight each other over
Stephanie Olson people to ask about this since religion.

M.A. senior
you worship in a Presbyterian Mom: Agreed. What do you

church, but you went to an imagine God thinks about all

Episcopal school when we the fights over religion?

Worship at the Basilica on lived in Texas, and now you Sam: I think he wants us

the University of Notre Dame f have lots of Lutheran friends to get along and have peace.

Campus."    from your school and from the That' s what God made us for.

Alan Padgett
s

f..;       Seminary.   For peace.

Professor of Systematic Theology,
Ethan: Mom, none of us Mom:  But what if one

United Methodist Church call you" Dr.Miles."       group really thinks they' re
Mom: Satisfied? Can we get right about something and

back to the question please?   everybody else is wrong? Are

I canceled my annual Book of
What does being ecumenical they better somehow?

Concord-burning and weenie

mean to you?   Ethan: Catholics are better

g Sam:   Well,  what' s the at football.

roast."     difference? I mean, we' re all Mom: ( silence)

y'   
Jacob Mathre God' s children. Ethan:    What?!    Notre

M.A. junior plus, Presbyterian Church( U. S. A.) Mom:  Yep.  But do you Dame!

notice any differences?  In Mom:      Does every

chapel or worship? conversation have to lead to

Ethan: Well, yeah. We all football?

I slept with a Catholic."    y say the Lord' s Prayer,  but Ethan: Yes.

we say it differently. And the Dr. Miles: Welcome to my

Dan Morton s
Episcopalians drink wine, and world.

M.Div. middler

His wife is Catholic.)   

I stopped referring to the pope
s

Gas' the Wonderful Wizard of

Rome.'"  from the
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