






Outcry

We Believe; Help Our Unbelief
Exorcising September 11th

And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to
it, "You dumb and deafspirit, I command you, come out ofhim, and never enter him again." And

after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most
of them said, " He is dead." But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And
when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, " Why could we not cast it out?"
And he said to them, " this kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer."
Mark 9:25-29

When you are of the mind that you do not stand in need of tears for your sins along with your
prayer, then give some thought to the distance that separates you from God... Then you will shed

more abundant tears than ever.

Evagrius Ponticus, Chapters on Prayer, 78

By Marc Ostlie-Olson
M. Div Middler

For two years our nation has been beset by a given by our confinement.  How bold we are to

demon given flight by the blank and terrible act, how frightened by our manifold failures.
destruction of September 11, 2001.   Often has it Christ calls us down with the towers;  down

cast us into the icy water of suspicion and panic or with the airplane into the field.   Christ calls us

the searing fire of righteous rage and revenge. We into the ditches along the road to Baghdad, into
jerk and foam.  Our powerful kicks have toppled the smoking shells of busses on the streets of
governments and destroyed the lives of thousands Jerusalem.  From the ground zero of the cross' s

of people:   combatants and non-combatants,   terrible freedom, Christ calls us to join him in his
children and adults,  death.
enemies and friends.  Our

It is through this ruined
ears have been stopped Messiah that God' s mere
to their voices and their
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is made known.    God' s
cries, our mouths emptied resurrection is the final
of words of forgiveness,  

rebuke spoken against

of confession.   Our body all the principalities,

politic stiffens—its freedom
powers, and superpowers

and strength turned cruelly
against itself.   We are in
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who would have us save

ag ourselves.  It is this Christ
bondage. We flail.      who wakes us from our
And we the church have stupor and our death

not made much headway in the face of this evil.   and draws us forward into life, into shalom, into
Despite our ministries of consolation, our fervent salaam.

prayers for wisdom, and our prophetic railing, the
demons which so languidly bore the images of Jesus Christ have mercy on us,
those crumbling towers through our televisions Jesus Christ save us,

into our nation's heart have taken up a bitter Jesus Christ have mercy on us,
residence there — as painful and irresistible as an For we do not know how to pray as we ought.
abscessed tooth.  How we long to bring healing,   We believe; help our unbelief.
yet secretly cherish our affliction.  How we long Amen.

for our own release, yet bask in the clear purpose
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