












Alum Shares the Joy
some impressions of the Global Mission Institute' s
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tunities for service and islands of grace.

The church-state thing just erodes if you don' t get into saving grace— I' m doing
Calvin now— buL comrrxm grace. God has graced with sun the drug dealers and the

good people. If that is true— and we say it is— Luther certainly does— what' s the dif-

ference? The difference is— and I say this every Sunday— we know how to be thankful.
rr

We know who to thank. It' s that simple. It' s that complex."

Ron' s parishioners have become empowered to claimpositions of authority and lead-

ership within the community. While it' s a power that comes from the ministry of Word

and sacrament, it moves deeply into the week— so much so that the distinction starts to

disappear. " I do that b going to the scriptures and doin m hermeneutic: Jesus saysPp Y g gg Y Y

get up'— and not` go to church'— in the healing stories its anything but that. `Go home.

Go back to the community.' And everybody' s jumping for joy—except the authorities.

Now that' s a theological statement."

Ron graduated in 1978 without ever having taken Reading the Audiences, but his
l

comments sounded familiar: " I exegete the city—what does it mean to be in this place?

It' s a hermeneudcal problem." When asked about what his seminary education gave

him that remains useful to his work, Ron cites the importance of language and the

enduring power of Lutheran theology. " Luther, when used in the context of ministry

you can' t beat it. It even works with Buddhists."

Part of Ron' s ministry of community-building involves sharing Salishan with others

who are interested in what is happening there." I do these three-hour community guided

tours]— why, because you need a guide to see things. How do you see community? The

Sabbath was made for human kind, not human kind for the Sabbath. How do you begin

to see that the school system is made for the children not the children for the school

system? How do you see that? You go there."

It is in the public, six-day week that Ron sees the church' s biggest challenge." Public
30,

leadership— church leadership. The problem is not that we don' t have leaders— it' s

what' s leadership? Where is it and how do we develop it in our [ daily] lives? That' s P.,       .

where the people are— and that' s where God has put people into our lives."

A Hunger for the Spirit
Saturday, March 8th 8: 30 am - 4pm
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Sponsored by Luther Seminary Men in Mission and Dean of Students.

Registration forms can be e-mailed by contacting dosostwk@luthersem. edu
Jam.

or picked up at the OCC Info Desk or in the Dean of Students' office.   
Ad 0%  AIAZI,

Cost: $ 7/participant.  

Questions? Please call 651- 641- 3249. 
Photos provided by: Sara TrUmm
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