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On senators, snipers and war
event. These voices are the ones that raise questions of non-violence and justice

ByTodd Hawkins to the fore of political debate.

MDiv Senior It' s really no wonder that many didn' t want Tuesday' s event to become

political. If Tuesday' s event was not political, many would not have had to hear

Editor' s Note: This article was originally posted to the discussion board of about issues like non-violence and justice. If Tuesday' s event was not political,

INVaTE( Introducing Non- Violence into Theological Education) following crib-     
about

would not have felt uncomfortable with questions of non-violence and

cisms of the memorial service for Sen. Paul Wellstone on Oct. 29. The author
justice. If Tuesday' s event was not political, our lives could go on, healed by

has grantedpermission this reproduction.)  
a calm and reverential expression of grief and sympathy. What do you think

would have happened, if Tuesday night' s event was not political?

What an amazing time we find ourselves in right now! The short list of sig-
My faith tradition is filled with exam-

nificant events might include:  
ples of voices that go unheard. My faith

possible( likely?) war in Iraq tradition is filled with spoken words that

return to `normal' following the sniper attacks out east

Wellstone deaths
irritate, fiustrate and anger others. Do

Russian/Chechen conflicts that end in man deaths of innocents
names like Jeremiah, Micah and Isaiah

y come to mind? How about Jesus? How
terrorist threats against the US continue

about Martin Luther? ( How about Martin
national economy at a standstill (due in large part to anxiety about potential

Luther King?) In the spirit of INViTE' s

war in Iraq) purpose, I think we' re experiencing what

add your own items here...}
happens when people advocate non-vio-

In Minnesota we find ourselves in a time of much political activity. I believe
lence and justice. Many others do not

that everything is political. For example, when President Bush visited the ruins
want to hear that message.

When that message is proclaimed, even when it is supported by 20,000 loud
of the WTC days after the tragic attacks, chants of" USA, USA, USA..." became

voices, it is offensive and provocative. Even when voices are televised to homes
political. President Bush encouraged this with his megaphone and his promises

throughout the state and world, they become offensive and provocative. The

of being heard. ( Recall: " I hear you, the rest of the world hears you, and the
result: Voices can be silenced, and discussion of non-violence and justice can

people who did this hear you!") In the midst of deep sadness and unimaginable
be stopped. I hope and pray that doesn' t happen.

loss, people at ground zero found it within themselves to cheer. They rallied.

My faith and my deepest convictions cannot be separated from my politics.

They rallied around the president and our nation.  
To do so would betray my calling from God, and betray the person God cre-

A similar thing happened this week. It happened at Tuesday night' s
ated me to be. To separate my deepest convictions from my politics would also

memorial/political rally for the Wellstones and others who died last Friday. I
betray the experiences God has led me to in the 33 years I' ve lived.    

was there, with my wife and mother-in-law. I' m grateful we made it in at all,
Thank you, INVITE, for raising your voices. Thank you for encouraging me

since many were turned away, or watched from outside. Many more watched
and others. Perhaps we will go unheard. We will likely be resisted, criticized

on television. By now, you all have seen or read news reports and are familiar
and dismissed. But voices must be raised. We have to raise our voices in rally

with the controversy that resulted from Tuesday' s event. I' ll be brief, but I wish
for non-violence and justice, in support of others who share this conviction and,

to add my voice to this discussion.    
yes, in politics. Not because Paul Wellstone would have wanted it that way. I

The purpose of INVITE is to bring issues of non-violence and justice to
say this because my deepest calling includes a calling to peace, non-violence

theological education. I want to suggest that the voices of 20,000 people ( and
and justice. As one among 20,00(} Tuesday night, I tried to be faithful to that

even more?) are being criticized, belittled, resisted, and ultimately silenced in
calling. Perhaps, yet, we will be heard. Or not.
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the controversy following Tuesday' s

page Please join this discussion and raise your voices!
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